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Government Statement on the 
Cotton Industry 


Statement of Government policy on the cotton industry made by the President of the Board of Trade 
(Sir Stafford Cripps, K.C., M.P.), to a Conference attended by representatives of the leading spinning, 


weaving, finishing, merchanting and operative organisations in the cotton industry in Manchester 


last Saturday. 


The Government are determined that the cotton 
industry shall once more become a flourishing industry 
and that it shall provide the goods required for home 
consumption and export on the one hand and good wages 
and conditions for the operatives on the other. 

To this end the Government are prepared to assist the 
industry to the best of their ability, provided that it is 
clear that the national interest of producing as great a 
volume of goods as possible at a reasonable price and with 
good working conditions for the operatives takes pre- 
cedence of all other considerations. 

It is not part of the present Government’s programme 
to nationalise the cotton industry, provided that the 
industry—upon which more than two million of our 
people depend directly or indirectly for their living— 
carries through wth expedition the measures necessary 
for its reorganisation. 

There are conditions within the industry which are 
nmilitating against its revival, and if the industry in its 
present form is to receive the support and help of the 
Government immediate steps must be taken to improve 
the conditions of working and of organisation. 

The Government fully appreciate that if the industry 
is to continue in the hands of private enterprise it must 
yield a reasonable return on the capital actually em- 
ployed. 

The first section of the cotton industry which must be 
dealt with is the spinning section, and the Government 
has been in consultation with the owners and the opera- 
tives with results recorded elsewhere which the Govern- 
ment regard with satisfaction. 


* 


There are certain additional points which have been 
submitted to the industry as a whole which must also 
be accepted as a condition of the support promised by the 
Government. These are as follows :— 


1. The extension of methods of joint consultation in 
the industry, particularly co-operation within the 
mill and of personnel management. 

2. Reform of distribution arrangements so as to secure 
long runs of production. 

3. Extension of double-shift working where modern 
machinery demands it. 


4. Re-equipment of mills with more modern machi- 
nery. 


5. Amalgamations in the spinning section. 
* 


No doubt in the course of elaborating this plan in 
consultation with the industry other matters will arise 
which will have to be dealt with, but the Government 
consider it right at this stage to inform the industry and 
the country of the immediate steps which it considers 
must be taken to place the cotton industry upon a sound 
and stable basis and make it once more a source of just 
pride to the people of Lancashire. 

At the conclusion of the Conference, after discussion 
of the President’s statement and questions and answers, 
the following resolution was adopted unanimously :— 


This meeting thanks the President of the Board 
of Trade for his speech and for his statement on the 
policy of the Government. The meeting places on 
record its opinion that in the light of that statement 
all organisations and individuals concerned in the 
cotton industry should co-operate with one another 
and the Government with the utmost energy in 
dealing with the points in the Government plan 
and the other matters which must arise. In the 
light of the assurances received of Government 
assistance and support and the clarification given as 
to Government intentions on broad issues of policy, 
the meeting expresses its confidence in the successful 
outcome of the efforts which will be made. 


At the Conference the Chair was taken by Sir 
Raymond Streat, Chairman of the Cotton Board, and 
the President of the Board of Trade was accompanied 
by his Parliamentary Private Secretary, Mr. L. J. 


Edwards, M.P., Sir Charles Bruce-Gardner, Bt., Chief 
Executive for Reconversion, and Mr. G. L. Watkinson, 
C.B., M.C., of the Board of Trade, and Mr. H. C. 
Emmerson, C.B., Director-General of Manpower at the 
Ministry of Labour. Also present were the Cotton 
Controller, Mr. R. W. Lacey, and the Regional Con- 
trollers, Mr. H. N. Grundy, Board of Trade, and Mr. F 
Tarrant, Ministry of Labour. 
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Labour Conditions in the Cotton 


Spinning 


The President of the Board of Trade (Sir Stafford Cripps), the 
Federation of Master Cotton Spinners’ Associations, the Amalga- 
mated Association of Card, Blowing and Ring Room Operatives 
and the Amalgamated Association of Operative Cotton Spinners 
and Twiners reached agreement at a series of conferences at 
Manchester on Saturday. 

The employers emphasised that they believed the only way to 
deal with the problem of manning up the industry was for the 
Government, the Trade Unions and themselves to put before 
the people of the cotton towns a positive policy which would 
justify and attract a return to confidence. The employers placed 
on record “ that it is our policy to see individual wages higher 
than in the past in relation to general wage levels and cost of 
living.” They offered to negotiate forthwith on the basis of 
considering the justification for the implication that some classes 
of workers were entitled to receive a higher degree of remunera- 
tion than their trainee rates of 80s. per week for males and 55s. 
per week for females recently announced. 

Their second proposal was that “in order to give general 
confidence in an early and satisfactory implementation of the 
intention to revise the wage arrangements and reform the 
staffing of the machines so as to benefit both employees and 
employers, a Commission should be set up to commence forth- 
with the task of framing definite proposals. The understanding 
should be that this Commission will sit under an independent 
chairman and consist of a small number of expert members 
appointed by the employers and Trade Unions.” 


Most Urgent Problem 


A detailed text of the statement made by the employers reads 
as follows :— 


On a long view there is much to be done to enable the 
industry to utilise the period of strong demand to arrive at 
a position in which it can play its full part in the national 
well-being during the more competitive period which must 
follow. Many indications of the steps which will be 
desirable are contained in reports and documents already 
available. This Federation will be ready and willing to 
play its part in collaboration with the Cotton Board, which 
will be acting similarly with other sections. 

We are, however, deeply impressed with the fact that, 
unless adequate action is taken on the short view, the 
future prospects of the industry may be adversely affected. 
Accordingly, we now deal only with the most urgent and 
immediate problem, which, as you will at once agree, is that 
of adequately staffing the industry, both as regards the 
running and closed mills. 

We believe the only way to deal with this matter is for 
the Government, the Trade Unions and ourselves to put 
before the people of the cotton towns a positive policy which 
will justify and attract a return to confidence. 

Our part iv this is what we now wish to advance as pro- 
posals for consideration. Our proposals fall under the two 
following heads :— 

1. In May last we placed on public record that it is our 
policy to see individual wages higher than in the past in 
relation to genera] wage levels and cost of living. We 
consider such improvements will be possible without 
damaging the prospects of export trade if systems can be 
evolved for the more efficient staffing of the mills. Many 
improvements have already been effected in the mills and 
this process of improvement will continue. With goodwill 
on both sides, we see no reason why, in the light of the 
experiments now being arranged at, Wye Mill and other 
evidence, reforms should not be possible benefiting both 
employees and employers. We undertake to pursue that 
aim in every way open to us. 


Wages and Hours 


Substantial improvements have been made in recent times 
in the wages of the industry. 

In addition to the agreed increases to cover rises in cost 
of living since 1939, flat rate increases amounting to 16s. 
per week of 48-hours have been made to adults and 9s. per 
week to juveniles. Two weeks’ holiday with pay per 
annum have been granted voluntarily by the Federation, 
and in this respect we are in advance of most other indus- 
tries. During the past year, graduated wage for age rates of 
pay have been agreed upon for assistant spinners and little 


Industry 


piecers, which have had the effect of further increasing the 
wages of assistant spinners by 10s. per week at the age of 
twenty-three. 

The wages of a spinner already compare favourably with 
those of skilled men in other industries. The need for spin- 
ners to start up the machinery which has been stopped 
during the war has restored the position which obtained 
when there were rapid promotion prospects for competent 
workers. Instead of waiting for “‘deadmen’s shoes” there 
is now the prospect of young men being promoted to spinning 
at a reasonably early age and thereafter in a stable industry 
promotion will continue on normal lines. 

The prospects of regular employment are better than for 
many years. There is no danger of unemployment in the 
immediate future in face of the great shortage of cotton 
goods. 

In other departments some arrangements similar to 
those already made in the mule spinning department ought 
to be made, and, in order to clothe this declaration of our 
attitude towards wage levels with something tangible and 
immediate, without prejudice to wage rates and schemes 
which may result from our second suggestion below, we 
wish you to inform the Trade Unions that, having regard 
to our acceptance of the trainee rates of 80s. and 55s. per 
week for males and females respectively, we are prepared 
to consider the implication that some classes of workers are 
entitled to receive a higher degree of remuneration and to 
negotiate with the Trade Unions concerned forthwith to see 
how far this is justified. 

2. Our second proposal is that, in order to give general 
confidence in an early and satisfactory implementation of 
the intention to revise the wage arrangements and reform 
the staffing of the machines so as to benefit both employees 
and employers, a Commission should be set up to commence 
forthwith the task of framing definite proposals. The 
understanding should be that this Commission will sit 
under an independent chairman and consist of a small 
number of expert members appointed by the employers and 
Trade Unions. Its duty will be to take account of the 
investigations and experiments now being conducted at 
Wye Mill (with others in prospect) under the auspices of the 
Cotton Board and all similar evidence which may be avail- 
able from the organisations in the industry or from indi- 
viduals, including such as may arise from other temporary 
changes in staffing arrangements and practices as may be 
introduced by consent during the pesiod of short supplies, 
and to submit, in due course, to the employers and Trade 
Unions a report to be used as a basis for direct negotiations 
between these parties in the customary manner. ‘The 
Federation would be ready to suggest names of representa- 
tives of the employers to take part in the work of such a 
Commission. 


Trade Unions’ Statement 


The Executives of the two Trade Unions accepted the pro- 
posals of the employers and agreed to the setting up of the 
Commission. The Unions felt that in the present serious situation 
recrimination would serve no useful purpose. They believed 
that wages and conditions were a first charge on the industry 
and that with imagination and goodwill the wages question 
would be solved by the proposals of the Federation. 

A detailed text of the statement made by the two Trade 
Unions reads as follows :— 


As representatives of the operatives in the spinning 
section of the cotton industry, we have for long been deeply 
concerned with, and have constantly directed attention to, 
the labour problems which, in our view, would confront the 
industry at the conclusion of the European War. The 
nature of our work has provided us during the war years 
with better opportunities of assessing the seriousness of these 
problems than either the employers or the Government. 
It is perhaps natural but nevertheless regrettable, that 
under total war conditions our warnings of the past and our 
suggestions for the future have not received the attention 
they warranted. 

With the present serious situation confronting the 
industry, recrimination will serve no useful purpose. The 
problems we now face have their root causes in the past, 
accentuated by almost six years of war. ‘The real task 
before us all is to change not only what has been described 
as “a state of mind” on the part of Lancashire people but 
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LABOUR CONDITIONS IN THE COTTON SPINNING INDUSTRY—continued 


to revolutionise the conditions which brought about that 
state of mind, 

It should be unnecessary to ask us as the custodians of 
labour interests in the spinning section if we are willing to 
play our part in this task; we are not only willing but 
anxious to do so. To that end we have examined the con- 
clusions and proposals contained in the document issued 
by the Federation of Master Cotton Spinners’ Associations 
Limited. The Executive Council of the Card and Ring Room 
Association, as representing the sections in which the 
major labour shortages are being experienced, have already 
discussed with representatives of the Federation the matters 
raised in the final paragraph of the first proposal and accept 
it without hesitation in the hope and belief that a generous 
interpretation is intended. So far as the second proposal 
is concerned they would point out that their proposals for 
internal reorganisation and modernisation of wage rates 
have long been awaiting consideration. 

The joint Executive Councils welcome the proposal to set 
up a special Committee under an independent chairman. 
We would emphasise, however, the extreme urgency of the 
Commission’s task, and we accordingly recommend that its 
terms of reference and plan of working be such as will fully 
recognise the urgency. 

With the above observations in mind the proposals are in 
complete accord with our expressed desires for short term 
measures. We think it desirable at this time to re-state 
our outlook and policy in the clearest possible terms. 


Recruitment of Labour 


The three fundamentals for the recruitment and mainten- 
ance of an adequate labour force are :— 


1. Attractive wages. 
2. Good conditions of work. 
3. Regular and stable employment. 


The latter is assured for the immediate future, but 
Governmental action is needed to prevent a repetition of 
the past when immediate demands are satisfied. 

So far as wages and conditions are concerned, we regard 
them as a first charge upon the industry. With imagination 
and mutual goodwill, the wages question can be solved by 
the proposals of the Federation. 

Working conditions and amenities are much more difficult. 
The work of the various Committees set up by the Chief 
Inspector of Factories should be accelerated in order that 
minimum standards can, be fixed at the earliest possible date. 
First priorities in materials and men should be given by the 
Government in order that the necessary improvements and 
alterations can be established in the minimum of time. 

We fully realise the vital need for exports to secure the 
future well-being of the community and the important part 
an efficient cotton industry can play. 

We realise too that an efficient industry and the well-being 
of those who work in it are interdependent ; it is our con- 
viction that the measures we have outlined are not only 
desirable but absolutely necessary for both. 

It is our aim to establish such conditions as will enable 
our members to be proud of the industry in which they 
work, and to that end we are prepared to work in collabora- 
tion with employers of goodwill. 


At a final session of both parties it was agreed that the Com- 
tuission should be constituted in the following way :— 

The Minister of Labour and National Service will appoint an 
independent chairman of a Commission to review the wages 
arrangements and methods of organisation of work in the cotton 
spinning industry and to make recommendations. 

In addition to the independent chairman, the Commission 
vill consist of four representatives of the Federation of Master 
Cotton Spinners and two representatives of the Card Room 
Amalgamation and two representatives of the Operative Cotton 
Spinners. 


Rebirth of Confidence 


When matters of general concern to the whole industry are 
being discussed these full members of the Commission with the 
independent chairman will constitute the Commission. In 
addition to the four full members on the operatives’ side ‘there 
vill be four alternate members—two of these will represent the 
Card Room Amalgamation and two will represent the Spinning 
Operatives. When considering matters affecting the work of 
the Card Room only, the Commission will sit with four repre- 
sentatives of the Card Room Amalgamation and four employers’ 
tepresentatives, 

Similarly, when considering matters affecting only the work 


of spinning operatives, the Commission will sit with four repre- 
sentatives of the Spinners’ Amalgamation and four employers’ 
representatives. 

In order to secure the full co-ordination of the work of the 
Commission all the permanent members of the Commission will 
have full access to records of all such separate proceedings. 

In concluding the joint meeting of both parties, the President 
expressed satisfaction on behalf of the Government at the 
arrangements made. He was greatly pleased by the obvious 
desire of both sides “to get on with the job without delay.” 
In the happy and energetic atmosphere he had encountered in 
Manchester he saw a rebirth of that confidence and feeling of 
stability which alone could restore the cotton spinning industry 
to its former pride of place. They would find the Government 
would move with no less energy and an announcement of the 
independent chairman, could be relied upon within the next few 
days, so that the work might begin immediately. 


‘ 





British Postal Traffic 


AVERAGE DAILY RECEIPTS 
The average daily receipts of the Post Office in the United 
Kingdom from postal traffic per working day in each month 
from January 1944 to June 1945 are shown below. Tele- 
graph and telephone receipts, savings bank and money and 
postal order business are excluded, but the value of postage 


stamps used for receipt stamps and other revenue duties is 
included. 








Proportion to 
Average Amount Avcrage Keceipts 
of Money in the corresponding | Increase 
Received Daily pericd of 1924-34 or 
Period (except 1926) Decrease 
-~———--—-, — -—-— - - 1944-45 
1944 1945 1944 1945 
£ £ Per cent. | Per cent. | Per cent. 
January 217,386 | 218,862 1753 176-5 + O-7 
February 209,972 | 215,290 173-7 178-1] + 2-5 
March 216,807 | 231,239 174-4 186-0 +- §+7 
April 209,222 | 210,322 166-0 166-9 + 0-5 
May -. | 225,606 | 212,617 179-4 169-1 — 58 
June ee Pi 208,571 174°7 167-3 - 4-2 
July... 221,984 175-5 
August 217,440 L80-9 
September ... | 221,273 173-9 
- October 235,958 177-4 
November ... | 230,405 173-6 
December ... 85,754 169-3 
Year 225,790 1743 























Daily receipts during June were 2 per cevt. below those in 
May, a decrease slightly more than the movement in a normal 
year. Accordingly, the index number based on the corresponding 
period of 1924-34 (except 1926) fell from 169-1 to 167-3. Postal 
traffic in April and May was, however, low in comparison with 
the level of receipts in the early months of the year, the index 
number for the first quarter being 180-2 compared with 167-8 
for April to June. For the second month in succession receipts 
were below those of the same month last year, the reduction 
in June was 4-2 per cent., average daily sales being the lowest 
since September 1943. 





EDITORIAL COMMUNICATIONS should be addressed to The 
Editor, Board of Trade Journal, Millbank, London, 8.W.1 
(Telephone : Whitehall 5140, extension 306). 


SUBSCRIPTION AND SALES ENQUIRIES should be addressed to 
the Publishers, H.M. Stationery Office, York House, Kingsway, 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. Applications concerning the insertion of 
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Great Britain’s Coal Industry 
Statistics for Second Quarter of 1945 


In May last the Ministry of Fuel and Power published its 
second “Statistical Digest” (Cmd. 6639) which included 
statistics for the first quarter of 1945. The following statement 
continues the salient figures for the second quarter of 1945 
together with comparable data for the previous three months 
and the second quarter of 1944. 


PRODUCTION AND EMPLOYMENT 


There was a decrease of 1-8 million tons in the output of 
mined coal compared with the previous quarter, but tonnage 
lost from causes other than absenteeism increased by the same 
amount. The latter was mainly accounted for by the tonnage 
lost due to holidays, which was heavy in the second quarter of 
this year, since the period included most of the V.E.-day holidays 
as well as part of Easter and the whole of Whitsun. Comparison 
with the corresponding quarter in 1944 shows a decrease in 
output of mined coal of 2-4 million tons and an increase of 
1-0 million tons in tonnage lost. 

Output of opencast coal in the quarter under review was a 
little lower than in the corresponding quarter of 1944. 

While the average number of wage-earners on colliery books 
rose by 5,400 against a year ago, it was 1,300 less than in the 
first quarter of 1945. If effective wage-earners (i.e., those who 
were at work for some part of the week) are considered, there was 
a decrease of 2,700 comparing the second quarter of 1945 with the 
corresponding period of 1944 in spite of the increase in the 
number of men on colliery books. 


Manpower : 


Manpower has been declining throughout the second quarter 
of 1945, the number of wage-earners being 717,400 at March 24 
and 712,200 at June 23. 

The following tables give the national figures of output and 
employment together with details of manpower wastage and 
recruitment. : 


Production of Saleable Coal, and the Average Number of 
Wage-Earners on Colliery Books 











Mined Coal 
Saleable | Average number | Output per 
Period coal of wage-earners wage- Opencast 
produced. on colliery earner per Coal. 
books.* quarter. 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 
1944 Tons Tons Tons 
2nd Quarter | 46,078,200 | 710,000 (651,500) 64-9 2,322,800 
1945+ 
Ist Quarter 45,497,100 | 716,700 (647,700) 63-5 1,886,500 
2nd Quarter | 43,687,400 | 715,400 (648,800) 61-1 2,207,900 

















* Includes a small number employed at coal mines in raising or 
handling minerals other than coal. The figures in parenthesis relate 
to effective employment, i.e., excluding those wage-earners who were 
absent for the whole of any week from whatever cause. 

+ Provisional. 


Wastage and Recruitment 











Gross Natural Wastage 
Death (whether accidental or natural) 
Retired from all gainful work ... 


Excess of new compensation and medical cases over recovere red compe nsa- 


tion and medical cases returning to colliery books 
Others bos = ves = 


Total 
Less juvenile recruitment ... 


Net Natural Wastage 


Abnormal recruitment, inc luding m men re turned from H. M. Foro 8, from other or 
industries, volunteers, — and men directed to the industry through 


the ballot . 


Excess (+ 


) or deficiency (- 
Wastage ose 2s 





) of Abnormal Recruitment over Net Natural 




















13 Weeks ended 

June 24, 1944 ‘March 24, "1945 Sele 23. 1945, 
793 909 754 
693 991 810 
6,561 7,446 8,858 
2,758 2,718 4,378 
10, 805 12,064 14,800 
2,758 2,552 2,147 
8,047 9,512 12,62 53 
16,963 12,752 7,499 
+ 8,916 + 3,240 — 5,154 














PRODUCTIVITY, ATTENDANCE, ABSENTEEISM AND TONNAGE LOST FROM CAUSES OTHER THAN ABSENTEEISM 


While output per manshift at the face for the second quarter of 1945 remained the same, 
months, output by all workers showed a small decline from 0-996 tons to 0-993 tons. 


percentage of face shifts to total shifts worked. 


2-68 tons, as in the previous three 
This is accounted for by a decrease in the 


Absenteeism in the second three months of 1945 was 15-1 per cent. while in the corresponding period a year ago it was 12-7 per 
cent., but there was a decrease from the first quarter of 1945 when 16-1 per cent. was recorded. 


Output of Saleable Coal per Manshift worked and Percentage of Manshifts worked by Place of Work 


























Ovipat per manshift 
Period At the face * Elsewhere All wader r- On the Overall 
below ground surface 
ground 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 
Tons Tons Tons Tons Tons 
1944 
2nd Quarter... 2-70 2-67 1-34 4-00 1-01 
1945 T 
Ist Quarter ... 2-68 2-62 4-00 1-00 
2nd Quarter... 2-68 2-62 3°95 0-99 














Percentage of 
face shifts * to 
total shifts 
worked 


(7) 


% 
37-21 


37-13 
37-03 





Percentage of 
shifts elsewhere 
below ground 
to tote al 
sh ifts worked 
(8) 


37°94 
37°85 


— 





* Face workers are defined as those engaged at the face and on roadways within 20 yards of the face, but excluding those engaged 0 
changing tubs on gate-end loaders. 


+ Provisional. 
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GREAT BRITAIN’S COAL INDUSTRY—continued 
Attendance and Absenteeism 
Note. Excluding manshijfts lost through work not being available at the pits owing to recognised holidays, disputes, accidents, 
transport difficulties, etc. The figures in parenthesis (items (6 )) relate to effective employment. 
Average weekly per wage-earner Average weekly per wage-earner 
= Second First Second Second First Second 
_ Quarter ° Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter 
1944 1945 1945 1944 1945 1945 
und (provisional) | (provisional) (provisional) | (provisional) 
und (1) (2) (3) (4) (1) (2) (3) (4) 
is workers : 
(a) Shifts possible... 546 — 562 — 5:35 — Surface workers : 
(b) Shifts worked... 4-62 (5-08) | 4-57 (5-09) | 4-40 (4-89) (a) Shifts possible... 5:98 — 615 — 5°86 
(b) Shifts worked ... | 5°53 (5°87) | 5-48 (5:91) | 5-34 (5-71) 
= Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. . — — 
(c) Absenteeism— Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. 
Voluntary yen 6-6 7-4 7:8 (c) Absenteeism— 
Involuntary... 8-9 11-2 10-0 Voluntary bas 2-8 3-7 3-4 
ist — — Involuntary... 4:8 7-2 5-4 
Total “ea 15:5 18-6 17°8 eae ed ae pa 
—_—_— Total wae 7:6 10-9 8-8 
Other underground = eS ae Cae ce aes 
tN workers : 
| (a) Shifts possible 5-76 — 591 — 563 — All workers : 
00 (b) Shifts worked 5-01 (5:50) | 4:92 (5:49) | 4-72 (5-26) (a) Shifts possible ...| 569 — 585 — 557 — 
* - (b) Shifts worked ... | 4:97 (5-42) | 4-91 (5-43) | 4-73 (5-22) 
1) Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. - — 
(1) (c) Absenteeism— (c) Absenteeism— Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. 
Voluntary am 55 6:7 7-0 Voluntary eee 5:3 6-3 6-5 
Involuntary... 75 10-1 9-1 Involuntary... 7-4 - 9-8 8-6 
t OF i = > eee eeee: ae See. ae 
late Total  ... 13-0 16:8 16-1 Total... 12:7 16-1 15-1 
vere 
Estimated Quantity of Saleable Coal Lost from Causes other than Absenteeism 
Note. An unknown quantity of coal is lost where manshifts are not lost owing to men being transferred to other work, ¢.9., 
from face work to repair work. 
: = Se a ee Ae el 2 
ee Tonnage lost 
Cause Second Quarter 1944 | First Quarter 1945 | Second Quarter 1945 
(Provisional) (Provisional) 
(1) (2) (3) (4) 
Recognised holidays 2,569,000 982,900 3,821,600 
—— Disputes ae “= are fs ofa arp Poe ; 587,400 343,100 203,700 
Accidents, breakdowns and repairs to machinery — sat oe 352,300 495,900 496,200 
Rail transport difficulties and want of wagons ... = ne ae 2,500 603,600 * 1,000 
—-— Other causes a oe ae vy its soe iss as 122,700 325,400 * 69,400 
Total ee ass aa — aa a 3,633,900 2,750,900 4,591,900 
— * Abnormal weather conditions. 
ACCIDENTS 
‘the In the periods recorded in the following table it will be seen that the number of persons killed and seriously injured showed 
” a decline. 
per 
Number of Persons Killed and Seriously Injured by Accidents at all Mines covered by 
the Coal Mines Act 
Number of persons killed during the Number of persons seriously injured * during 
—_ 13 weeks ended the 13 weeks ended 
, Nature of accident ————__—_—__—_|—_——- ——— $$$] mr—e———— 
os July 1, 1944 | March 31, 1945] June 30, 1945 | July 1, 1944 | March 31, 1945] June 30, 1945 
id (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) 
“i Underground : 
2 Explosions of fire damp or coal dust ... 5 8 4 10 12 ~- 
2 Falls of ground ... "= ea = 84 78 76 303 269 242 
i Haulage ror pe ae ea 39 35 27 181 154 135 
Miscellaneous (including shafts) 20 15 18 125 133 105 
Total ven — Mts 148 136 125 619 568 482 
Surface :-— 
All causes <i <p tes ees 8 ll 12 58 12 43 
ae Total, underground and surface... 156 147 137 677 640 525 
dof ———_—_—___ . . 
* Injuries which, because of their nature or severity are, under the terms of Section 80 of the Coal Mines Act, 1911, required to be 
reported to H.M. Divisional Inspectors of Mines at the time of their occurrence. 
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Production of Mined and Opencast Coal 


Average Number of Wage-Earners on Colliery Books and 
Output of Mined Coal per Wage-Earner — 


The following table shows the district figures of production and employment. 


Note. The Districts are those as defined for the purposes of the Ministry’s Regional control and correspond to those in use for 


wages ascertainment purposes. 





Second Quarter, 1944 


First Quarter, 1945 








Second Quarter, 1945 



























































Saleable -| Average Output Saleable | Average Output Saleable | Average Output 
District or’ Region coal ‘| number | per wage- coal number | per wage- coal number | per wage. 
produced | of wage- | earner per| produced | of wage- | earner per | produced | of wage- | earner per 
earners on| Quarter earners on | Quarter t earners on} Quarter + 
colliery colliery colliery 
books * books * books * 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10) 
Tons Tons Tons Tons Tons Tone 
Northumberland 2,532,800 40,001 63-3 2,428,700 40,388 60-1 2,304,000 40,232 57-3 
Cumberland (Mined) 253,000 5,607 45:1 258,700 5,720 45-2 241,200 5,738 42-0 
Northern’Region A 2,785,800 45,608 61-1 2,687,400 46,108 68-3 2,545,200 45,970 55-4 
(Opencast) 159,700 a= — 144,100 — -- 137,300 — _ 
Durham (Northern (Mined) 5,722,800 | 101,615 56-3 5,682,700 | 104,133 64-6 5,460,100 | 104,260 62-4 

Region B) (Opencast) 105,800 - 57,900 — os 27,600 — — 
Yorkshire, South ... 6,743,100 97,966 68-8 6,928,400 99,629 69:5 6,650,100 | 100,379 66-2 
Yorkshire, West (Mined) } | 2,602,800 43,410 60-0 2,772,700 43,305 61-0 2,524,300 42,721 59-1 

) —_—_—_—_—_,_|-— essays: 

North-East Regi | | 9,345,900 | 141,376 66-1 9,701,100 | 142,934 67-9 9,174,400 | 143,100 64-1 
Nortn-Hastern 18101 (Onencast) | 633,000 — — 595,100 — — 697,800 — = 
Derbyshire, North... 3,301,600 38,972 84-7 3,219,400 39,224 82-1 3,222,500 | | 39,109 82:4 
Nottinghamshire ... 3,822,900 42,108 90-8 3,789,200 42,473 89-2 3,733,500 42,461 87-9 
Derbyshire, South... (Mined) 686,900 6,521 105-3 665,000 6,636 100-2 678,100 6,607 102-6 
Leicestershire 777,200 7,346 105-8 805,500 7,556 106-6 783,200 7,596 103-1 
North Midland Regi | 8,588,600 94,947 90-5 8,479,100 95,889 88-4 8,417,300 95,773 87-9 
North Midland Region (Onencast) | 816,900 nee oe 581,200 —s om 677,500 ae oe 
Lancashire and 

Cheshire one 2,715,300 50,041 54-3 2,667,400 50,251 63-1 2,657,000 50,309 52:8 
Wales, North ... (Mined) {| 498,800 8,753 57-0 487,100 8,898 64:7 477,400 8,923 536 
North Western Regi 3,214,100 58,794 54:7 3,154,500 59,149 53-3 3,134,400 59,232 52-9 
North Western fvegion (Opencast) | 213,500 — - 135,100 — — 178,200 -- — 
Staffordshire, North 1,412,000 21,634 65-3 1,485,600 21,781 68-2 1,381,900 21,731 63-6 
Cannock Chase 1,045,200 17,638 59-3 1,091,300 18,204 59-9 1,018,900 18,319 55-6 
Staffordshire, South 

and Worcester (Mined) ; 256,000 4,057 63-1 271,000 4,077 66-5 244,900 4,088 59-9 
Shropshire ; 124,900 2,167 57-6 140,700 2,240 62-8 136,500 2,244 60-8 
Warwickshire 1,104,500 14,505 76-1 1,118,200 14,675 76-2 1,078,300 14,771 73-0 

| Beane’ ene aves enee : Setter Seeder 
a (| 3,942,600 | 60,001 65-7 | 4,106,800 | 60,977 67-3 | 3,860,500} 61,153 63-1 
——— (Opencast) | 176,400 = = 210,400 = = 251,000 = 
South Wales and ( 

South Monmouth || 5,716,200 | 112,470 50-8 5,513,200 | 112,35] 49-1 4,978,100 | 111,315 44-7 
Forest of Dean | 230,700 4,362 52-9 227,500 4,334 62-5 212,500 4,324 49-1 
Bristol (Mined) < 11,500 344 33-4 13,000 337 38:6 11,800 337 35-0 
Somerset 159,200 2,999 63-1 147,000 2,948 49-9 136,400 2,920 46-7 
CWeles Reed | | 6,117,600 | 120,175 50-9 5,900,700 | 119,970 49-2 5,338,800 | 118,899 14-9 

ales Region (Opencast) 126,300 ae o 67,600 aan — 97,400 _ ‘ 
Fife and Clackmannan (| 1,586,100 19,538 81-2 1,513,200 19,801 76-4 1,514,600 19,772 76-6 
The Lothians (Mid. | 

and East) (Mined) || 880,500} 11,402 77-2 864,300 | 11,630 75-0 836,900 535 72-6 
Lanarkshire —_ < | 2,616,200 38,166 68-5 2,251,800 37,531 60-0 2,241,000 36,965 60-6 
Ayr and Dumfries | 956,300 12,645 75-6 823,600 12,595 65-4 870,500 12,714 68:5 

— - 6,039,100 81,751 73-9 5,452,900 81,457 66-9 5,463,000 80,986 67-5 
Scottish Region (Opencast) 91,200 J F 95,100 = 5 141,200 ; 
K (Mined) 321,700 5,768 55:8 331,900 6,076 54-6 293,700 6,056 48-5 
ent 
(Opencast) - - - . vite bes es sap ~ 
Great Britain (Mined) [46,078,200 | 710,035 64:9 [45,497,100 | 716,693 63-5 143,687,400 | 715,429 61-1 
xTOME IDEs (Opencast) | 2,322,800 — - 1,886,500 — _- 2,207,900 ed 



































* Includes a small number employed at coal mines in raising or handling minerals other than coal. 


+ Provisional. 
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The tonnage of mined coal available plus opencast coal disposals decreased from 47-3 million tons in the first quarter of 1945 
to 46°7 million tons in the second quarter of 1945, the latter figure being 1-6 million tons less than in the corresponding period of 1944. 

Total consumption and shipments in the second quarter of 1945 were 0-9 million tons less than in the second three months of 
1944. Stocks were built up during the period but not to the same extent as in the second quarter of 1944. 


Availability and Distribution of Coal 
(Million tons) 



































Second Quarter 1944 | First Quarter 1945 * |Second Quarter 1945 * 
(1) (2) (3) (4) 
Mined coal 

Production 46-1 45-5 43:7 
Changes in colliery stocks (increase bsp. or decrease (-)) — 01 — O01 — 0:3 
Tonnage available 46-2 45-6 44-0 

Opencast coal— 
Disposals 2-1 1-7 2°7 
Total 48-3 47-3 46-7 

Consumption— 
Gas works (coal carbonised) 4:7 6-1 4-9 
Electricity T ah 5-4 6-9 5:3 
Waterworks 0-1 0-1 0-1 
Railways ft 3-8 4-0 37 
Coke ovens (coal carbonised) 4-9 5-1 5-0 
Collieries ... 2-8 2-9 2-6 
Iron and steel industry § 2-5 2-6 2-3 
Engineering industry § . 0-9 1-5 0:8 
Other industries § 6-5 7:2 6:4 
Non-industrial establishments “3 0:7 1-1 0:8 
Domestic || ; : 8-6 9-6 79 
Miners’ coal 1-1 1:3 | | 
Coastwise bunkers ’ 0:3 0:3 0-3 
Miscellaneous (including s¢ service » departments) 2-2 1-9 1-7 
Inland total 44-5 50-6 2-9 
Shipments to Northern Ireland 0-6 0-6 0-7 
Exports and foreign bunkers (including Services abroad) 1-3 1:8 1-9 
Total consumption and shipments . * 46-4 53-0 45-5 
Changes in stocks § (increase (+-) or decrease (—)) + 19 — 5-7 + 1-2 
Total «ssc sveses 48-3 47:3 46-7 














* Provisional. 


+ Authorised electricity undertakings and railway and transport authorities only. 

t Includes coal consumed in locomotives and workshops and for other purposes. 

§ The figures relate only to undertakings with an annual consumption of 100 tons or more of coal and/or coke. 

|| Merchants’ disposals of house coal, anthracite and boiler fuel to domestic consumers including disposals to shops, offices and other 
establishments, partly or entirely non-residential with an annual consumption of less than 100 tons of coal and/or coke. 

{ Changes in distributed stocks, including Government dumps, but taking no account of changes in stocks held by ‘‘ Domestic,” “‘ Non- 


industrial’ and ‘* Miscellaneous ’’ consumers. 


Continued on page 384 





Export Credits Guarantees 


PROVISION FOR PROTECTION AGAINST LOSS 

Under the provisions of the Export Guarantees Act, 1939, 
the Export Credits Guarantee Department is authorised to 
give guarantees to United Kingdom exporters for the purpose 
of encouraging export trade. War conditions have greatly 
increased the risks to which exporters are exposed in overseas 
trading, and the Department has put into operation special 
facilities giving them protection against these risks on 
exceptionally favourable terms. 

The standard form of cover is the War Emergency policy 
which covers the exporter of consumable goods sold for cash, 
or on short credit, from the time he books an order until he 
receives the amount due to him in payment for the goods. 
An exporter who is prepared to insure with the Department the 
whole of his export orders can thus obtain protection against 
loss due to :-— 

(a) his buyer’s insolvency ; 

(b) exchange restrictions in the buyer’s country ; 

(c) events such as war in the buyer’s country preventing pay- 

ment for goods shipped or preventing their delivery ; 

(d) additional handling, insurance and freight charges not 
covered by Marine or Government war risk policies 
caused by interruption or diversion (through British 
Government instractions) of the voyage on which the 
goods are shipped. 

The cover at present available is either 85 per cent. or 90 per 

cent., according to the particular risk. 

The Department also issues a policy which enables exporters 
to quote firm c.i.f. prices some months ahead of shipment. 
Under this guarantee exporters in respect of any o.i.f. trans- 
action are covered against any rise in marine insurance, Govern- 
ment war risk insurance and freight rates occurring within an 
agreed period (normally six months). 


Other policies are available to meet special requirements of 
exporters in particular cases. 

The strictest secrecy is observed in all correspondence and 
transactions. 

Exporters are invited to apply for further particulars to 
the Headquarters of the Export Credits Guarantee Department 
at 9, Clements Lane, Lombard Street, London, E.C.4, or to 
any of the Branch Offices :— 


London—73, King William Street, E.C.4. 
Telephone—MANsion House 3131. 

Manchester—Midland Bank Buildings, 56, Spring Gardens. 
Telephone: Blackfriars 9866. 

Bradford—69, Market Street. 

Telephone: Bradford 8912. 

Birmingham—37, Temple Street, Birmingham, 2. 

Telephone : Midland 1527. 
Sheffield—Fargate House, Fargate, Sheffield, 1. 
Telephone : Sheffield 25898. 
Glasgow—7, West George Street, C.2. 
Telephone : Central 3056. 

Belfast—Scottish Provident Buildings, 7, Donegall Square 
West. 

Telephone: Belfast 21116. 

Edinburgh—A representative of the Department is in 
attendance on the first and third Mondays of each month 
at the Chamber of Commerce, 25, Charlotte Square, 
Edinburgh, where he may be consulted on all matters 
connected with the Department’s work. 


In many other industrial towns the Secretary of the Chamber 
of Commerce has undertaken to arrange appointments for 
interviews with officers of the Export Credits Guarantee 
Department visiting the locality. Such visits are made at 
frequent intervals for the convenience of exporters, 
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GREAT BRITAIN’S COAL INDUSTRY—continued 
COSTS OF PRODUCTION, PROCEEDS AND PROFITS 


The following table brings the information up to date so far as possible ; 


August 18, 1945 


particulars for the second quarter are not yet available, 


It should be pointed out that the figures relate to the actual returns of proceeds and costs made for the period under review and do 
not take into account any subsequent changes necessary to bring profits into line with standard credit balances. 


Statistical Summary of the Costs of Production, Proceeds and Profits of the Coal Mining Industry for the First Quarter of 1946. 


The particulars included in this statement relate to undertakings which produced about 97 per cent. of the total quantity of 
saleable coal raised during the period. They are based partly upon the returns made for the purpose of wages ascertainments for 
certain districts and partly upon other returns supplied by individual colliery owners. 

_ (Provisional) 














First desar veenion 1945 


























Amount Per ton disposable 
commercially 
(1) (2) (3) 
Costs oF PRopUcTION : : £ 8. d. 
Total wages * . 49,940,883 24 9-29 
Stores and timber 8,172,603 4 0-65 
Other costs 10,771,577 5 412 
Miners’ Welfare Fund c ontributions 184,625 0 1:10 
Royalties (including the rental value of freeh: sd minerz als where worked by the proprietor) 1,038,167 0 618 
Total costs 70,107,855 34 9°34 
PROCEEDS : 
Commercial disposals 72,268,049 35 10-20 
Miners’ coal 314,150 0 1-87 
BALANOE 
Credit - 2,474,344 1 2:73 
Net RESULT OF TRANSACT TIONS WITH THE Coat CHARGES Accou. NT r (sec below)— - 
Debit . ee ae — os wh Kv ine = si 701,567 0 418 
BALANCE ADJUSTED 
Credit 1,772,777 0 10°55 
TRANSACTIONS WITH THE Coat CHARGES ACCOUNT: 
LEVY UNDER CoAL (CHARGES) ORDER 24,151,044 MD ai 
Sums R&EcOVERED FROM THE CoAL CHARGES ACCOUNT : 
To make up guaranteed wage ... 657,816 0 3-92 
Wage additions ... : 12,410,835 6 1-88 
Grants under the Necessitous U Indertakings Se shome 608,514 0 3-62 
Price allowance 9,772,312 4 10:17 
Total recoveries ... 23,449,477 ll 7:59 
Net ReEsvuit oF TRANSACTIONS WITH THE CoAL CHARGES ACCOUNT : 
Contributions to the Account ... “ ae 701,567 0 418 
EARNINGS PER MANSHIFT WORKED (ALL AGES) Ss... a. 
Cash earnings* .. at is ‘ 22 5-49 
jValue of allowances in kind 0 10°38 
AVERAGE Wasaiy EARNINGS PER WAGE-EARNER (ALL AGES) £ s. d 
Cash earnings* .. 5 14 6 
Value of allowances in n kind 0 4 6 











* Including flat rate advances, war additions, attendance bonus, subsistence allowances, payments to make up guaranteed wage, ‘‘ Greene’ 


and “‘ Porter 


” awards, Consolidated Wage Agreement of April 20, 1944, and paid holidays. 





British Chambers of Commerce in Certain Foreign Countries 


Argentina.—Pritish Chamber of Commerce for the Argentine 
Republic (Inc.), Calle Bme. Mitre 441 (6 Piso), Buenos Aires. 
British Chamber of Commerce in Rosario (affiliated to the above), 
British Consulate, Rosario. 


Relgium.—British Chamber of Commerce in Belgium, 204, Rue 
Royale, Bruxelles. 


Brazil.— British Chamber of Commerce in Brazil (Inc.), Rua Visconde 
de Inhauma No. 91, 2°, Caixa Postal 56, Rio de Janeiro. 
(Telegraphic address: ‘‘ Chambrit, Riojaneiro.’’) 

(Representatives in London.—Association of British Chambers of 
Commerce, 14, Queen Anne’s Gate, Westminster, S.W.1.) 

British Chamber of Commerce of Sao Paulo and Southern Brazil, 
Rua Sao Bento No. 355, 3°, Sao Paulo, Brazil. (Telegraphic 
address: ‘‘ Britchamb, Sao Paulo.’’) 


Chile.—British Chamber of Commerce in the Republic of Chile (Inc.), 
P.S.N.C. Office, Augustinas 1066, P.O. Box 4087, Santiago. 
P.S.N.C. Building Calle Blanco 689, P.O. Box 1676 Valparaiso. 


Dominican Republic.—British Chamber of Commerce, Ciudad 
Trujillo. 

Egypt.—British Chamber of Commerce of Egypt, Gresham House’ 
20 Sharia Soliman Pasha, Cairo. 6, Rue de l’Ancienne Bourse, 
Alexandria, P.O. Box No. 65, Port Said. 

(Agents in the United Kingdom—The Manchester Chamber 
of Commerce, Ship Canal House, King Street, Manchester.) 


France.—British Chamber of Commerce in Paris, 6, Rue Halevy’ 
Paris. 
Iraqg.—British Chamber of Commerce in Iraq, Rashid Street, Bagdad. 


Mexico.—Central British Chamber of Commerce, San Juan De 
Letran 21 (office 713), Mexico, D.F. 


Netherlands East Indies.—London Office.—Cecil Chambers, 86, 
Strand, London, W.C.2. 

Peru.—British Chamber of Commerce, Casilla 1913, Edificio Royal 
402, Lima. 

Portugal.—British Chamber of Commerce in Portugal (Inc.), 4, 
Rue Victor Cordon, Lisbon. (Telegraphic address : “‘ Britcham, 
Lisbon.”’) 

Branches.—6, Rua dos Clerigos, Oporto. 
13a, rue 5 de Junha, Funchal, Madeira. 

Spain.—Rambla de los Estudios, 8, Barcelona, and Avenida de 
Jose Antonio 31, Madrid. 

Canary Islands.—Santa Catalina Mole, Puerto de la Luz, P.O. Box 
72, Las Palmas. 

Tangier (International Zone) and Spanish Zone of Morooco.— 
British Chamber of Commerce, Peninsular House, Tangier. 
eee —British Chamber of Commerce in Switzerland (Inc.), 

21, St. Jakobstrasse, Basle. 
Phen —3, Place St. Francois, Lausnne. 


Turkey.—British Chamber of Commerce of Turkey (Inc.), 1, Istanbul 
Hani, Istanbul. (Postal address, Boite Postale 1199, Istanbul. ) 


United States of America.—British Empire Chamber of Commerce in 
the United States of America, 587, Fifth Avenue, 7th Floor, New 
York City. 

Uruguay.—British Chamber of Commerce in Uruguay, Calle Piedras, 
357 (2° Piso), Montevideo. 


N.B.—Some of these Chambers, which are established in the 
interest of British Trade, issue a Journal periodically or an Annual 
Report, which may be inspected at the Department of Overseas 
Trade (Development and Intelligence), Hawkins House, Dolphin 
Square, London, S.W.1. 
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Review of Retail Trade in June 


To save space the introductory paragraphs explaining the method of computing the statistics (see, for example, the Board of Trade 
Journal, April 7, 1945, page 146) have been omitted. Only a minority of the schedules for June required correction for differences in the 
number of selling days, but it is important to note that these included the co-operative schedules which were affected by part of the Whit- 


suntide holidays in 1944. 


Apparel. Daily sales have now been falling for three months, 
this being normal as June was the fifth month of the coupon 
period. Sales in this period were high at the beginning, and the 
June figure, though 5 per cent. below May, shows less than the 
usual signs of coupon exhaustion. The figures can hardly have 
been affected by the coupons made available to demobilised 
persons. The June index at 97 was about 7} per cent. below the 
average of the previous twelve months. Only in Central and 
West End London and in Scotland was that average exceeded, 
and the fall from May was common to all districts. 

Sales per selling day were much higher than in June 1944, the 
rise of about 18 per cent. considerably exceeding that in the num- 
ber of coupons reported, 7:5 per cent. The amount spent per 
coupon in shops reporting both sales and coupons was 10 per 
cent. greater this year than last. The usual tendency to rise in 
the later months of a coupon period has not been evident lately, 
the figures for the last four months fluctuating very little. 

All three main categories of apparel merchandise declined 
from May, but showed a marked advance over June 1944, par- 
ticularly in London, where the flying bomb attack began in the 
middle of the month last year and greatly curtailed shopping 
activity. The index for women’s wear fell from 107 in May to 
100 in June. At this level it exceeded June 1944 by 22-2 per 
cent., with a rise of no less than 54-9 per cent. in the Central and 
West End area. Men’s and boys’ wear dropped rather less, from 
97 to 91. The increase over last June was smaller in each of the 
Provincial areas than the average for the country as a whole, 
15:2 per cent., both London areas showing exceptional rises, 
45-5 per cent. in the Central and West End area and 29-7 per 
cent. in the Suburbs. 

Changes for boots and shoes were not so large, the fall from the 
previous month being only from 94 to 91 and the advance from 
last year amounting to 11-1 per cent. on the average with the 
same marked difference between the London and Provincial 
areas. Population is rapidly returning to the capital and it is a 
favourite leave and holiday centre at present. 

Sales of dress materials were 13-3 per cent. higher than a year 
ago, though there was a fractional decline in the North East and 
one of 12-0 per cent. in Suburban London. No separate index 
number is compiled for dress materials so the change from May 
cannot be measured ; for piece-goods as a whole there was a 
drop of 14 per cent. 


Household Goods. The index for this section of merchandise 
has tended upwards since January last, apart from a slight check 
in May, and the June level of 110 was about 54 per cent. above 
May and 21 per cent. above the average of the previous twelve 
months. Resettlement of population has resulted in a con- 
tinuous upward trend in Suburban London. 

The tendency of the hardware index to run at a higher level 
than that for furnishing departments was again evident in June, 
the main reason being that supplies of many of the smaller items 


of the former are now more plentiful, while the recovery in supplies 
of furniture and furnishings have not gone so far. Hard- 
ware at 122 was 12 per cent. higher than in May ; by contrast, 
the furnishing departments index at 105 was up by less than 
2 per cept. Both were very much higher than a year ago, the 
advances recorded being 34-6 per cent. for hardware and 42-2 
per cent. for furnishing departments. Both London areas 
showed exceptionally large increases for the same causes as 


affected apparel sales. 


Other Non-food Merchandise. The remaining categories 
furnish comparisons only with the previous year. There was a 
substantial increase, 36-5 per cent., in sales of sports and travel 
goods, probably in preparation for the holidays. In Central and 
West End London the extremely large rise of 74:6 per cent. was 
recorded, due to a considerable extent to the low level of sales a 
year ago. Compared with this movement, the rise in fancy goods 
was moderate, 11-8 per cent., though this category likewise 
showed a very marked advance in Central and West End 
London, 62-6 per cent. Miscellaneous and unspecified goods 
fell somewhat below last year’s figure, but this category, which 
includes such sales of coal as are reported, is too mixed for its 
movements to have much meaning. 


Non-food Merchandise as a Whole. A moderate fall from May 
was recorded, the index dropping from 106 to 99, which was 
6 points below the average of the previous twelve months. Only 
in Central and West End London was that average exceeded. 
There was, however, a considerable general rise, 15-7 per cent., 
from June 1944 for the country as a whole, and sales in Central 
and West End London were more than half as much again as 
in that month, partly due to the effect of the flying bombs on 
sales a year ago. Expansion in the Suburbs was also substantial, 
27:4 per cent. 


Food and Perishables. In June daily sales of food and perish- 
ables accounted for over 62 per cent. of the total value used in 
computing the comparisons, that proportion being rather higher 
than in most months of the year. For Great Britain as a whole 
the June index stood at 109, 114 per cent. below May, but only 
a single point lower than the average of the previous twelve 
months. Sales per week have remained rather stable for some 
time now, being controlled by rationing and the points system, 
so that fluctuations are more apparent than real, but certain 
rations were reduced in June. 

The recorded fall compared with May was due to the influence 
of the “selling day” factor, sales of the normal amount of 
food having to be concentrated in May into an unusually small 
number of selling days as a result of both the VE and the Whitsun 
holidays. In the different districts, of course, movements of 
population have gradually been shifting demand and both 
London areas showed a rise above their averages for the previous 
twelve months. Compared with June 1944 sales were lower by 
2-0 per cent. It should be noted in this connection that co- 


INDEX NUMBERS OF SALES PER SELLING DAY - JUNE 1945 
(Average Daily Sales in 1942 = 100) 
The figures in stalice are the index numbers for the preceding month and (in brackets) the average for the preceding twelve monthe. 











Midlands London— 
North North and South Central London— Total, 
Category Scotland East West South of and West | Suburban Great 
Wales England End Britain ¢ 
Non-food merchandise 104 102 96 93 100 110 95 99 
107 (105) 111 (108) 99 (103) 100 (104) 106 (108) 124 (104) 99 (98) 106 (105) 
Of which :— 
Apparel § 107 95 92 88 94 113 86 97 
110 (106) 106 (105) 98 (102) 93 (101) 99 (105) 129 (111) 90 (96) 102 (106) 
Household goods || 96 100 106 112 123 98 135 110 
99 (92) 99 (91) 84 (85) 106 (93) 1165 (99) 109 (83) 124 (95) 104 (91) 
Food and perishables 109 112 109 105 106 116 111 109 
117 (111) 124 (113) 126 (112) 121 (109) 120 (107) 131 (109) 127 (109) 123 (110) 
Total Sales 106 108 103 100 104 110 105 105 
113 (109) 119 (111) 112 (108) 113 (107) 114 (107) 126 (105) 118 (105) 115 (108) 









































¢ Including unallocated sales. 
| Piece-goods (household goods), furnishing departments, hardware. 


§ Piece-goods (dress materials), women’s wear, men’s and boys’ wear, boots and shoes. 
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RETAIL TRADE—continued 


operative food sales were affected by the adjustment for the 
Whitsun holiday in 1944 and that all these comparisons relate 
to daily sales. 

Of the sub-categories, grocery, provisions and bakery showed 
falls in all districts except Central and West End London, where 
there was no change. The reductions in rations applied to this 
category, but part of the fall is due to the Whitsun adjustment 
on the co-operative schedules mentioned above. Perishables were 
approximately the same as last year with variations in the dif- 
ferent districts. Sweets and tobacco (only partially representative 
as yet) rose everywhere, the increase for the country as a whole 
being 9-3 per cent. In contrast with these movements there was 
a much more marked rise in café and restaurant, averaging 
26-3 per cent. for the whole country and ranging from 17-7 per 
cent. in the North East to 36-0 per cent. in the South of 
England. This last named area was probably experiencing a 
holiday influx, and many hotels, etc., cannot provide all meals 
so that pressure on cafés, etc., was heavy. 


Total Sales. The index number of total sales per selling day 
in June was 105. This was about 9 per cent. lower than in May, 
but only 3 per cent. below the previous average, the fall com- 
pared with May being, as already indicated, partly due to the 
“selling day” factor. Falls from the previous month were 
recorded in every district. In the Central and West End area 
of London June sales were 5 points above the previous twelve 
months’ average ; no change was recorded for the Suburbs, while 
the Provincial areas all showed a fall, ranging up to 7 points for 
the Midlands and South Wales. The index numbers were all 
between 100 and 110. Compared with last year June sales 
were up by 4-0 per cent. A very large increase was recorded 
(for reasons already mentioned) in Central and West End 
London and a small decrease in the Midlands and South Wales. 
Elsewhere sales showed slight to moderate advances. 


Sales in February—June 


Comparison of the first five months of the trading year of 1945 
with the corresponding period of 1944 showed expansions in 
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every area and in every tabulated category of merchandise. For 
the country as a whole the total rise amounted to 6°6 per cent. 
Apart from Central and West End London, where recovery from 
very low levels is proceeding, district increases lay between 3-0 
and 8-1 per cent. 

Sales of food and perishables rose by 4°4 per cent. The 
district increases ranged from 1-0 per cent. in Suburban London 
(where a larger movement might have been expected) to 7-6 per 
cent. in the Central and West End area. These district figures 
are possibly rather understated, as the rise recorded for unallo- 
cated sales was 9-1 per cent. 

The advance in other merchandise was more pronounced, 
10-1 per cent., with the same marked difference between Central 
and West End London and the other districts. The greatest 
expansion was recorded in the household goods group, with rises 
of 22-2 per cent. for furnishing departments and 14-7 per cent. 
for hardware, though a smaller increase, 5-7 per cent., was 
recorded for household piece-goods. Apparel sales also rose 
appreciably, but the greatest increase in this group was only 
13-3 per cent. for dress materials. This was followed by one of 
11-5 per cent. for women’s wear, while men’s and boys’ wear 
and boots and shoes advanced by 7-9 and 6-9 per cent. respec- 
tively. Of the three remaining categories sports and travel 
goods showed by far the sharpest movement, an increase of 
20-6 per cent. The smaller but still substantial advance of 
10-5 per cent. was recorded for fancy departments, while miscel- 
laneous and unspecified goods rose by only 3-9 per cent. 


Stocks * 


Index Numbers of Apparel Stocks. On the whole the apparel 
stocks position was slightly better at the end of June than a 
month earlier. Stocks of women’s wear touched the highest 
level, 94, for a year and there were increases of 2 points for men’s 
and boys’ wear to 76 and of a single point for boots and shoes 





* It must always be remembered that the statistics of stocks, par- 
ticularly of food, are based on a much less representative sample of 
shops than those of sales; thus the collaborating 0oo-operative 
societies, for example, do not report stocks. 


SALES PER SELLING DAY AND STOCKS (AT COST) COMPARED WITH A YEAR AGO 
(The figures shown are the percentage changes compared with the corresponding period a year earlier) 



















































































S ALES (on an approximate daily basis) Stooxs 
Feb.— | At end of 
JUN June June 
Class of merchandise — 
Midlands| South | London- | London- Total, Total, Total, 
Scotland | North | North and of Central Sub- Unal- Great Great Great 
East: West South | England |and West} urban | located*| Britain || Britain | Britain 
Wales End 
Food and perishables :— ’ 
Grocery, provisions and 
bakery ... | — 8&1] — 563} — 61] — 86 — 40 Nil — 61 — 56] + 23 
Perishables + 12]-— 02] — 32} + 08 | + 79 | +176] — 1-9 + 081 + &9 
Sweets and tobacco + 43 /+ 35/)]+ 85] + 13 + 12-6 + 89/4 48 + 9-3 || + 10-2 
Café and restaurant +258 | +17-7 | +266] +178 + 36-0 + 29:4 | + 33-7 + 26-3 || + 16-3 a= 
Total-Food and perishablest| — 15 | — 23] — 41] — 61 + 01 +1556 | — 37/+ 65]— 20] + 44] —12-9 
Non-food merchandise :— 
Piece-goods t an int +119/]/+ 46/,+ 68] + 51 + 25:6 + 22:0 | + 19-4 +143] + 98 — 41:0 
(i) Household goods... | + 2:7 | + 10-4 | +292] + 9-4 | + 88-9 +147 | + 59-5 + 22:0 || + 57] — 213 
(ii) Dress materials +209 | — 08 Nil + 25 + 17:8 + 26-2 | — 12-0 + 13-3 || + 13-3 — 56:1 
Women’s wear f ... + 98 | +155 | +101] +130 + 25-7 + 54:9 | + 24:3 | + 32-8] + 22-2 || + 11-6 — 27 
(i) Fashion... Wes + 83 | +227} +156] 4+ 17:3 + 27-9 + 659-6 | +256] + 36-3] 4+ 27-5°|| +146] + 71 
(ii) Girls’ and children’s | + 6-7 | + 17-1] + 98] + 10-4 + 22:5 + 61:7 | + 28-7 oi +2101 + 81 + 36 
(iii) Fancy drapery +105 | + 66/+ 65] +142 | +21-3 | +43-9 | + 25-4 . | +186] + 7-8] —160 
Men’s and boys’ wear +148 | +131] +110] + 94 + 12-4 +455 | + 29-7 o +152] + 79] — 246 
Boots and shoes ... : + 761+ 62)]+ 63 + 8-9 + 9-5 +386 | +189 | +138} 4 11-1 + 6-9 25:9 
Furnishing departments... + 77 | +142] +286) + 30-3 + 41-4 + 59-2 | + 75-6 ee + 42-2 || + 22-2] — 23-9 
Hardware — + 226 | + 25:1) + 441 + 26-2 + 33-7 + 88-0 + 56:7 | + 64] + 346 + 14-7 — 28:3 
Fancy departments +192 }/+ 83/+ 44] + 15 + 25-5 + 626 | +281/+ 8314118 | +1056] — 67 
Sports and travel +403 | +182) +156) + 56 + 31:6 + 74:6 | + 47-7 | + 36-1] + 36-5 || + 20-6 — 16-9 
Misc. and unspecified + 756 | — 82|]— 84] — 1-7 + 88 +246 | + 1:8 ‘es — 18} + 389] — 163 
Total—Non-food merchandise] + 10-6 | + 48]+ 83] + 88 + 19-7 +615 | +27-4) + 12-1. + 15:7 |} + 10-1 — 147 
Tora sates—June ...| + 2:7 | + O1]/+ 05] — 14 + 64] +391 | + 26) +102]/+4 40 
February—June 
Food and perishables + 4714 62)4 47) + 380 + 60) + 76] + 1-0 + 44 
Non-food merchandise + 9414+ 78) 4+ 73| + 7:6 + 12-8 +21-4)/+ 8&9 + 10-1 
Total sales... +6414 68/4 68/4 #4] + 81] +172] +4 3-0 ; + 66 
TorTaL stocks—June —163 —116 | —151] — 12-1 | — 14-2 | — 240 | — 33-6 | — 145 

















* Figures are only given where a significant amount of sales could not be allocated. 
which separate particulars under the sub-headings are not available, the quantities being substantial for piece-goods 


t Including some quantity of goods for 
and women’s wear. 
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RETAIL TRADE—continued 


to 58. Dress materials at 36 were maintained at the same low 
level as in April and May. 

Comparison with a Year Earlier. Total stocks at the end of 
June were considerably lower than at the same date in 1944, 
the fall for the whole country amounting to 14°5 per cent.— 
about the average reduction for this year. Every district 
showed a substantial contraction, which ranged between 11-6 per 
cent. and 16-3 per cent. in the Provinces and reached 24-0 and 
33-6 per cent. in Central and ‘West End London and in the 
Suburban area respectively. 

Stocks of food and perishables were down by 12:9 per cent., a 
slightly smaller decrease than that recorded at the end of May 
and one in line with the trend of earlier months of the year. 
Other merchandise dropped by 14:7 per cent. with a decrease in 
every main category. Much the largest of these was for piece- 
goods, 41-0 per cent., the fall in dress materials, 55-1 per cent., 
being very severe and much the same size as at the end of May. 
At the other end of the scale was the decrease of only 2+7 per 
cent. for women’s wear. The shops which reported trade for the 
sub-divisions of this category showed higher stocks than a year 
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ago both for fashion goods (outer wear), 7-1 per cent., and for 
girls’ and children’s wear, 3-6 per cent., which were more than 
offset by the fall of 16-0 per cent. in fancy drapery. The other 
apparel categories contracted sharply, boots and shoes by 25-9 per 
cent. and men’s and boys’ wear by 24-6 per cent. Decreases for 
household categories were all of much the same dimensions, 
household piece-goods falling by 21-3 per cent., furnishing 
departments by 23-9 per cent. and hardware by 28-3 per cent. 


Comparison with}1939. In value total stocks at the end of 
June were roughly 10 per cent. above the level at the same date 
in 1939, but in volume there was, of course, a very considerable 
reduction. The small sample of food stocks was about 36 per 
cent. and that of other merchandise some 8 per cent. above the 
1939 value figure. Wide differences were recorded for the various 
categories. At the one extreme was a rise of 65 per cent. for 
fancy departments, which contain many items liable to high 
rates of purchase tax, as well as chemists’ goods, supplies of 
which have been relatively well maintained. At the other was a 
reduction of 48 per cent. in dress materials, stocks of which are 
now abnormally low. : 


INDEX NUMBERS OF SALES PER SELLING DAY AND OF APPAREL STOCKS 
(Average for 1942 = 100) 













































































Sales per Selling Day Stocks (end of month) 
Month Household Non-food Dress Women’s Men’s and Boots 
” Apparel Goods Merchandise Food Total Materials Wear Boys’ Wear | and Shoes 
1943-| 1944-| 1943-| 1944-| 1943-| 1944-| 1943-| 1944- | 1948- | 1944- || 1943-| 1944- | 1943-| 1944~| 1943- | 1944~ |1943-/1944 
44 45 44 45 44 45 44 45 44 45 44 45 44 45 44 45 44 | 45 
July... 70 79 82 73 78 82 100 | 106 91 96 || 102 79 112 04 117 100 | 76 | 84 
August... | 71 | 117 84 75 82 | 102 101 | 110 93 | 107 || 101 73 113 | 88 117 92 | 74 | 72 
September | 115 | 113 84 82 106 | 107 100 | 105 102 | 106 04 67 105 85 113 88 72 | 68 
October... | 100 112 90 89 | 100 | 108 103 | 105 102 | 106 92 62 100 80 113 ae Ee 66 
November | 87 106 87 96 98 | 113 102 106 100 | 109 91 58 98 81 116 89 | 75 | 66 
December | 102 | 123 | 105 | 114 | 123 | 140 113 | 119 | 117 | 128 86 55 85 | 69 101 71 | 77 | 64 
January 68 74 85 81 78 82 100 | 103 91 95 89 58 84 73 102 74 | 81 | 69 
February | 107 | 121 83 87 99 | 109 103 | 107 101 | 108 87 47 85 75 94 67 88 | 71 
March 105 | 126 90 | 101 100 116 105 | 113 103 | 114 88 41 90 79 04 68 | 78 | 58 
April 112 107 93 107 104 | 104 109 | 111 107 | 108 84 36 90 84 96 71 80 | 60 
May 100 | 102 89 | 104 99 106 111 123 105 | 115 81 36 91 85 101 74 78 | 57 
June 82 97 80 110 86 99 111 | 109 101 | 105 80 36 97 94 101 76 | 79 | 58 
Yearly £1943 88 89 93 102 98 99 107 110 79 
A verage( 1944 102 87 101 107 105 75 86 93 75 





Preparatory Work for 
Post-war Trade 


Since August of last year when manufacturing facilities were 
still kept strictly to essential war-time production, the Govern- 
ment have considered applications which have been made by 
individual manufacturers wishing to undertake development 
work with their existing labour in preparation for post-war 
trade. 
development work to proceed without impeding essential war- 
time production, and the necessary facilities have been granted 
against these individual applications by specific authority issued 
by the Board of Trade. The end of the war in Europe made it 
still less likely that applications would have to be refused. 

The Government have decided, therefore, that although there 
can be no guarantee of complete protection of the labour so 
employed, it will no longer be necessary for firms to secure 
specific authority before undertaking such preparatory work. 
It will of course still be necessary for firms to obtain the necessary 
licences for raw materials required for such preparatory work 
and for manufacture where this is subject to control. Ship- 
builders and boat-builders are reminded that their obligations 


With very few exceptions it has been possible for this 


under the Restriction of Construction of Ships Order are not 
affected. 

Demands for draughtsmen and certain other types of skilled 
workers required for design and development work are likely 
for some time to exceed available supply. 
therefore, should continue to do as much of their development 


Manufacturers, 


work as possible with existing staff. Where, however, important 
development work is likely to be seriously retarded on account 
of shortage of staff, vacancies for draughtsmen and other workers 
required should be notified to the Ministry of Labour and 
National Service. The supply of workers against such demands, 
however, will be dependent on the extent to which such labour 
is required for other priority work. 

The request for permission to undertake development work 
has afforded to the Board of Trade valuable irformation, 
especially where development of production of manufactures 
normally imported is intended. It is hoped, therefore, that 
industry will continue to keep the Board of Trade informed of 
important new developments in their early stages. 
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Official Announcements Affecting 
Trade and Industry 


Note: Copies of al) Orders referred to in the Board of Trade Journal can be purchased through any booksellers, agenta, 


or direct from H.M. Stationery Office. 


Utility Bedsteads : Now that the Model Numbers 6A, 6AA and 
6B are being used to denote Slat Beds with the old type mat- 
tresses, Slat Beds with the new type mattresses and Panel Beds 
with the new type mattresses respectively a certain amount of 
confusion is arising because retailers, in accordance with the 
method followed on page 5 of the Utility Furniture Catalogue, 
are using the letters (a) and (b) to distinguish rigid from folding 
mattresses. 

To avoid this, retailers are asked to write the words “ rigid ” 
and “ folding’ when placing their orders. Thus an order for 
a slat bed with old type mattress of rigid construction should be 
set out as 6A Rigid, whilst an order for a Panel Bed with new 
type mattress of folding construction becomes 6B Folding. 


* 


Woven Wool Cloth : The Board of Trade have made new Woven 
Wool Cloth Directions (S. R. & O. 1945 No. 950, price 1d.), 
which add new cloths Nos. 110 and 227B to the Schedule of 
Utility wool cloths. 

No. 110 is an upholstery cloth which is to be made in three 
styles: cut and uncut moquette and tapestry, and will be 
supplied, when available, only to designated manufacturers of 
Utility furniture, who will receive further instructions in due 
course from the Department of the Board of Trade responsible 
for Utility furniture production. 

No. 227B is a cloth of the same type as 227 and 227A but of 
higher quality, the manufacturer’s price being 9s. 6d. to 11s. 6d. 
a yard. It is scheduled for making into the same garments as 
cloths Nos. 209E and 209F. 


* 


Wiping Rags : The Board of Trade after consultation with the 
Central Price Regulation Committee have amended the Rags 


New Orders, however. may not be immediately available. 


(Wiping Rags) (Maximum Charges) Order 1943. The amended 
Order permits launderers of wiping rags to add 114 per cent. to 
the charges they were making for such work during the week 
beginning August 31, 1942. 

This Order, which is to be known as the Rags (Wiping Rags) 
(Maximum Charges) Order 1945 (S. R. & O. 1945 No. 954, price 
ld.) comes into operation on August 20, 1945. 


* 


Cotton Bunting Coupon Free: Red, White and Blue cotton 
bunting or cotton bunting in any of these colours may be sold 
to the public coupon free from to-day until the end of August, 
providing it does not cost more than 1s. 3d. per square yard. 

The Board of Trade are issuing a general licence to this effect, 
but point out that stocks are very limited. 


* 


M.E.S.C. Export Modifications : The Board of Trade Journal of 
January 13 and 20, February 3, April 14, May 19 and 26, June 23, 
July 28, August 4 and 11 of this year, gave particulars of modifi- 
cations in import procedure in the Middle East territories. 
Paragraph 8 of the notice of January 13 gave a list of com- 
modities which will remain subject to M.E.S.C. procedure, and 
notice of additions to and deletions from that list were con- 
tained in the later notices. The following item should now be 
deleted from that list :— 


Motor cars 


Maintenance spare parts for motor cars, however, still remain 
subject to M.E.S.C. procedure. 

The following amendment should also be made. 
heading :— 


For the 


Continued on page 389 





More Government Factories Allocated for 


. e ° 
Civilian 

Twenty more Government factories, with a total area of about 
4} million square feet, have been allocated by the Board of Trade 
for future civilian production. 

Including those already announced in recent months, 74 
Government factories, representing a total area of approxi- 
mately 20 million square feet, and representing employment for 
about 200,000 workers, have now been allocated for civilian 
industry. Negotiations for other factories are in progress. 

Although the factories are being allocated to the firms named, 
most of the factories are still on war-work, and civilian produc- 
tion will not begin in a number of instances until after the end of 
the Japanese war. 

Following is a list of the 20 factories :— 














Location Area Allocated to Post-war Production 
sq. ft. 
Northern 
Spennymoor, Co. 452,000 | North Fastern Trad- 
Durham. ing Estates Ltd. 
Gateshead 31,000 | Liner Concrete | Machinery for the 
Machineiy Co., building trade. 
Newcastle. 
North Eastern 
Swinton, Mexborough, | 556,000 | General Electric | Electric cookers and 
Yorks. Co. Ltd. household appli- 
ances. 
Doncaster 109,485 | Crompton Parkin- | Electrical equipment. 
son. 
North Midland 
Grantham 176,000 | Aveling - Barford | Contractors’ plant, 
Ltd. large scale cooking 
apparatus, agricul- 
tural machinery 
and road rollers. 
Southern 
Newport Pagnell 3,800 | Sogenique (Service) | Repair of jig boring 
Ltd. machines. 
South Western 
Camborne, Cornwall ... 8,000 | Holman Bros. Ltd. 
for the benefit of 
the Dolcoath 
Technical School. 
Redruth, Cornwall 1} acres | Climax Rock Drill 
and Engineering 
Works Ltd. 


Industry 





Location Area Allocated to Post-war Production 
sq. ft. 
Wales 
Newport 201,000 | Standard Tele- | Transmission equip- 
phones and Cables ment, rubber wire * 
std. and plastic cables. 
Cadoxton, Glam. 25,000 ee & Sons | Mechanical conveyors 
td. 
Hirwaun, Glam. 935,380 | The South Wales 
and Monmouth- 
shire Trading 
Estates Co. 
Llandudno 112,000 | Ratcliffe Engineer- | Pre-fabricated house 
ing Co. Ltd. units and  house- 
hold appliances, 
jigs, press tools 
and gauges. 
Cyfarthfa, Merthyr 178,689 | Lines Bros. Ltd, ... | Prams and toys. 
Midland 
Ryton - on - Dunsmore, | 583,100 | Rootes Securities | Motor vehicles. 
Nr. Coventry. Ltd. 
Wolverhampton 150,200 | Henry Meadows | Internal combustion 
Ltd. engines, trans- 
missions, gearboxes 
and other acces- 
sories for transport 
and industrial ser- 
vices: also for 
other general 
mechanical — engi- 
neering work. 
Blythe Bridge, Stoke- | 507,242 | Projectileand Engi- | Colliery equipment, 
on-Trent, neering Co. Ltd. mechanical loading 
equipment and 
refrigerators. 
North Western 
Chassis Works, Man- | 220,000 | Rubber Regenerat- | Reclamation of 
chester. ing Co. Ltd. rubber. 
Scotland 
Slateford, Edinburgh ... 45,900 — ont, Faulcon- } Precision tools. 
ridge Ltd. 
Alloa 40,100 | Harland Engineer- | Fabricated sections 
ing Co. Ltd. for the Housing 
Programme, ferrous 
and non- ferrous 
sheet metal fittings. 
Northern Ireland 
Woodvale, Belfast 133,800 | James Mackie & | Textile machinery. 
aie’) {Sons Ltd. 
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OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS—continued 
Arms, ammunition, explosives and fuses 


should be substituted :— 

Arms and ammunition other than primers, percussion caps, 
rim-fire ammunition, shot cartridges and arms in which these 
types of ammunition are used. 


* 


Censorship Permits : Under a new Control of Communications 
Order which came into force on August 7, Censorship permits are 
now required for postal and freight despatches overseas only if 
they are addressed to destinations in China (Unoccupied), 
Portugal, Spain, Sweden, or Switzerland. The new Order will 
also apply to Austria and Germany when civil postal and freight 
services to these two countries are restored. 

Similarly, Censorship control at the ports is now limited to 
travellers proceeding to, or arriving from, the countries men- 
tioned above. Travellers leaving Great Britain should therefore 
not submit their papers for pre-censorship unless they are pro- 
ceeding to one of those countries. 


* 


Containers and Packaging Control: The Minister of Supply 
has made the Control of Containers and Packaging (No. 3) 
(General) Order 1945 (S. R. & O. 1945 No. 941, price 1d.) which 
came into force on August 13. The Order relaxes a number of 
restrictions on packaging, the most important being :— 

(a2) Removes certain restrictions on the packaging of pre- 
parations containing methanol. ‘ 

(b) Introduces aluminium containers as an alternative to tins 
for packaging a number of commodities. 

(c) Permits the manufacture and use of aluminium collapsible 
tubes for packing certain commodities. 

(d) Allows the packaging of typewriter oils, sewing machine 
oils, cycle and other light lubricating oils, including penetrating 
oils, in a strictly limited range of sizes of glass bottles. 

(e) Relaxes certain restrictions on the use of Blackol, Resistol 
and Ceresin paper discs and wad facings. 

(f) Allows the unrestricted use of container sealers made solely 
from GR-S synthetic rubber and/or recovered rubber. 

(g) Allows tinplate as an alternative to uncoated plate for an 
increased range of commodites. 

Copies of the British Standard Schedules setting out the altera- 
tion in detail can be obtained from the British Standards Institu- 
tion, Publication Department, 28 Victoria Street, London, 
S.W.1. 


* 


Paper Control : The Ministry of Supply have issued the Control 
of Paper (No. 69) Order, 1945 (S. R. & O. 1945, No. 945, price 1d.) 
which removes the existing restrictions on the production for ex- 
port only of samples of posters, sample diaries and samples of all 
articles coming within the scope of Article 9 of the Control of 
Paper (No. 49) Order, 1942. 

There is no change in the restrictions on the production of these 
articles other than as samples for export. 


* 


Wool Control Returns: The Wool Control (Salvage Section) 
announces that in order to reduce as far as possible the making 
of returns under the Control of Wool Rags Orders, 1941 and 1943, 
it -has been decided to suspend the weekly return of purchases 
after August 19, 1945, and holders of Licences WRS/R, WRB/M, 
WRS/P and WRB/P will be required to make weekly returns of 
sales only. The concession is provisional and may be revoked 
at short notice if necessary. Woollen spinners and manufac- 
turers holding SH authorities or rationing certificates will be 
required to make weekly returns of purchases as before. 


* 


Licences to acquire Lead : The Ministry of Supply announces 
that as from Friday, August 10, applications to the Non-Ferrous 
Metals Control for licences to acquire lead for U.K. consumption 
will be considered by the Control without restrictions in respect 
of the type of article to be manufactured. 

The statutory provisions regarding the acquisition and dis- 
posal of lead are still in force, and it is no longer necessary to 
submit schedules of Service or home civi] orders with applications 
for licences for lead. 

Instead, each application must be accompanied by the follow- 
ing signed statement :— 

“We certify that the quantity requested on the accompanying 
application is needed to cover orders for our products, and that 
in the case of applications for virgin metal full allowance has 
been made for our expected intake of scrap.” 
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Certain restrictions on the release of lead for export remain 
in operation, and schedules of export order must continue to be 
submitted. Lead will, however, be released in future for the 
production of some additional classes of manufactured goods for 
export to all countries. Details are being communicated by the 
Board of Trade to the bodies concerned. 

All applications should, as previously, be submitted to the 
Non-Ferrous Metals Control, Grand Hotel, Rugby. 


* 


Wood Working Machinery Directorate : The Minister of Supply 
has released Mr. H. Nuttall from his appointment as Director of 
Wood Working Machinery in the Machine Tool Control. His 
services will continue to be available in an advisory capacity. 
Mr. E. Oatley, at present Assistant Director Wood Working 
Machinery (M.T.C. 7), will be in charge of this branch as Deputy 
Director. 


* 


Home Timber Production Staff Changes : The following changes 
in the staff of the Home Timber Production Department of the 
Ministry of Supply are announced :— 

Messrs. G. H. A. Golding, Divisional Officer, Headquarters, 
F. J. Bailey, Divisional Officer, Nottingham, and Messrs. J. W. 
Telford, C. J. Venables and E. Taylor, Trade Production Officers 
in the Newcastle, Shrewsbury and Exeter Divisions respectively, 
have taken up appointments with the Control Commission for 
Germany. 

Mr. H. L. Wright has been appointed Divisional Officer at 
Exeter in place of Mr. N. J. Davies, who has been released to 
join the Malayan Planning Unit. 

Mr. R. J. Waterman has been appointed Divisional Officer at 
Nottingham. 

Mr. G. I. Mackenzie has been appointed Divisional Officer at 
Cambridge in place of Mr. J. Q. Williamson, who has returned 
to the Forestry Commission at the request of that Department 
for educational purposes. 

Mr. G. U. Thomson, a Trade Production Officer in Scotland, 
has relinquished his appointment. 


* 


Permission to go Abroad: The Timber Control desire it to be 
known that all applications for permission to make visits overseas 
should be addressed to the Department of Overseas Trade, 
Hawkins House, Dolphin Square, London, 8.W.1, and not to the 
Timber Control. 


* 


Permitted Prices : The Central Price Regulation Committee have 
approved the following prices for the W. R. C. Electric Boiling 
ting manufactured by W. R. C. Ltd., Cobbold Estate, Willesden, 
London, N.W.10. 


Manufacturer’s selling price 17s. 6d. 
Wholesale selling price ... 21s. 104d. 
Retail selling price 29s. 2d. 


Revised prices have also been approved for W. R. C. Electric 
Irons to take effect from July 1, 1945, as follows :— 


Manufacturer’s selling price 13s. 6d. 
Wholesale selling price ... l7s. Od. 
Retail selling price 22s. 8d. 


The prices are exclusive of Purchase Tax. 


The Central Price Regulation Committee has also approved 
the following prices exclusive of Purchase Tax for the under- 
mentioned Electric Irons manufactured by Messrs. Craft Elec- 
trical Industries Ltd., Schofield Street, Queensway, Rochdale. 


Manufacturer’s Wholesale Retail 

Model Selling Price Selling Price Selling Price 
‘ dd. i & a. =a. 
“ Dixy ” 14 0 17 6 23 4 
“ Laxy” 14 ‘5 18 0 24 0 


* 


Air Mail Service to Iceland : The Postmaster-General announces 
that air mail correspondence can now be accepted for Iceland. 
Air transmission is assured only to the extent that aircraft 
capacity is available after military priority requirements have 
been met. 

The air postage rates are as follows :— 

Letters: 5d. for the first ounce and 3d. for each additional 
ounce. 


Postcards : 2$d. 
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Customs Regulations and Tariff 
Changes 


EIRE 


Suspension of Certain Import Duties: The United Kingdom Trade Commissioner at Dublin has forwarded a copy of a notice, 
No. 456, issued by the Kire Revenue Commissioners, which states that the Government of Eire has made Orders continuing until 
October 31, 1945, the suspension of the Customs duties on the following articles :— 

















Tariff Tariff 
Ref. No. Short Description of Articles Ref. No. Short Description of Articles 
15 Bandages, cotton. 142 Agricultural machinery and parts. 
16 Dry batteries and components parts. 146 Margarine. 
17/2 Bedding. 154 (Part) Motor car tyres, including in the case of pneu- 
22/1 sicycles, tricycles and parts. matic tyres, inner tubes as well as outer covers. 
30 (Part) Boots made wholly or mainly of rubber, rubber | 165/1 Ointments, etc. 
proofed material, rubber-coated material, or a | 166 (Part) Package Duty in respect of :— 
combination of two or more of those materials. (a) any medicinal preparation : 
33/1 Brass, bronze and gun-metal manufactures, (6) any surgical dressing ; 
enumerated. (c) any article liable under Tariff Ref. Nos. 40/9, 
34 Brush and broom-making materials. 59, 60, 60/1, 71/9, 82, 146, and 203/2. 
40/9 Candles. 167 Paints, distempers and putty. 
41/2 Cardboard, ete., boxes, cartons, and similar | 168/5 Paper, unprinted, imitation parchment. 
articles and components parts thereof. 169/2 Toilet paper. 
42/4 Certain cases of the nature of trunks, etc., made | 169/5 Paper, unprinted, other sorts. 
of cardboard, etc. 183 Quilts and covers. 
43/1 Cardboard, ete., material for the manufacture of | 186/1 Rubber compounds. 
certain cases of the nature of trunks, etc. 186/2 Rubber solution. 
45/1 Cases of the nature of trunks, etc., covered. 188 Empty sacks and bags of jute. 
53/1] Christmas crackers. 191/1 School satchels. 
53/2 Christmas stockings, snowballs, Easter eggs, etc. | 202/1 Sodium carbonate. 
59 Cocoa preparations. 203/2 Soap. 
60 Coffee. 204 Soles, inside. 
60/1 Coffee essences, extracts, etc. 206 Sparking plugs. 
63 Copper tubes, and tubing, etc. 207/1 Sparking plug parts. 
64/1 | Rope, cord and twine. 224 Cartridges. 
65 Cushions and cushioned seats and cases therefor. | 225/1 Tennis balls. 
70/2 Certain steel strip. 225/4 Golf balls. 
71/9 Disinfectants, etc. 230/2 Manuscript books. 
77/1 Elastic stockings, socks and bands. 232/1, (a), (c),] Stationery and the like, other sorts (other than 
78 Electric wire and cable. (e),(f) and (g)| labels and tags). 
78/3 Electric heating and cooking apparatus. 243/1 (Part) | Preparations containing sugar. The duty is 
82 Vegetable oils and fats. suspended in so far as it applies to articles charge- 
83 Felting and felting substitutes. able under Tariff Ref. No. 60/1. 
84/1 | Fire extinguishers and component parts thereof. | 245/1 Surgical sutures or ligatures. 
102/3 (a) Sheet and plate glass, not silvered or metalised. 249/2 Thread and ply yarn of cotton, flax, hemp, etc. 
and (c) 250 Tin, tinplate, or tinned plate manufactures, 
113/1 Wire-bound or reinforced hose. enumerated. 
113/2 Rubber hot water bottles. 255 Varnish not made with or containing spirit. 
116 Forks and component parts thereof. 260 Animal-drawn vehicles. 
116/1 Hoe heads and component parts thereof. 267 Wood and manufactures wholly or mainly thereof 
117 Scythes and the like and blades and heads enumerated, and component parts made wholly or 
therefor. mainly of wood. 
120 Iron and steel puts, bolts and screws. 269/4 Woven articles, enumerated. 
21 (Part) Cast iron wheels other than tractor or trailer | 274/1 Single yarn of cotton, flax or hemp. 
wheels and other than wheels which are imported | 275 Jute yarns, undyed. 


121/1 (m) 


122 


123 
124/1 


126 (c) 
129 


129/1 
130 (Part) 


131 


131/1 


139 
14] 





with and as part of a complete vehicle machine, 
or other article. 

Domestic or household pots, pans and kettles, 
and parts thereof made wholly or mainly of cast 
iron. 

Iron and steel fencing material and component 
parts. 

Iron and steel, galvanised corrugated. 

Iron and steel galvanised manufactures, enu- 
merated. 

Scythe mountings. 

Iron and steel wheelbarrows and trucks and 
certain component parts thereof. 

Certain iron or steel wheels. 

Iron and steel wire webbing, netting and fencing 
and component parts thereof. 

Jute piece-goods exceeding 44 oz. in weight per 
square yard, but excluding : 

(a) bleached jute piece-goods ; 

(b) dyed jute piece-goods ; 

(c) carpets ; 

(d) jute piece-goods imported with goods of 
which they form packing ; 

(e) printed jute piece-goods. 

Bacon wrappers and pork crate linings made 
wholly or mainly of jute. 

Leather straps and belts. 

Lime comprising quick and slaked lime. 





The duty on wireless telegraphy apparatus and certain com- 
ponent parts and accessories (Tariff Ref. No. 266/2) is not charge- 
able on dry batteries or on component parts thereof during the 
period of the continued suspension of the duty on these articles. 

Provision, is also made for the continuation until October 31, 
1945, of the suspension of the following duties in so far as they 
would otherwise be chargeable in respect of Christmas crackers, 
Christmas stockings, snowballs, Easter eggs, etc., or in respect of any 
article contained therein :— 


Tariff Ref. 
Tariff Ref. 
Tariff Ref. 
Tariff Ref. 
Tariff Ref. 
Tariff Ref. 


No. 59—-Cocoa preparations. 
No. 72/2—Dolls. 

No. 166—Package Duty. 

No. 243/1—Sugar, etc., articles. 
No. 244/1—Sugar confectionery. 
No. 252/1—Toys. 


It is also provided, during the period of the suspensions : 

(i) that duty shall not be charged in respect of any dutiable 
ingredient contained in articles liable to duty under Tariff Ref. 
Nos. 40/9, 59, 60, 60/1, 71/9, 82, 141, 146, 203/2 and 255 ; 

(ii) that duty shall be charged in respect of any dutiable 
ingredient, other than spirits, contained in articles liable to duty 
under Tariff Ref. Nos. 165/1 and 167; and 

(iii) that soap, ete. (Tariff Ref. No. 203/2) shall not be charge- 
able with the duty on toilet preparations (Tariff Ref. No. 252). 

Motor car duty (Tariff Ref. No. 154) will continue to be 
chargeable where applicable, on sparking plugs and component 


parts thereof. 


Continued on page 31 
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. Overseas Trade Reports and 
Statistics 


NEW ZEALAND 


Working of State Railways : The Census and Statistics Depart- 
ment, Wellington, has issued figures relative to the recent working 
of the State Railways as under :— 





Period ended 


Year ended March 31 











Particulars March 4, March 3, 
1943 1944 1944 1945 
(399 days) | (337 days) 
Passenger journeys 
Railways.. 38,611,267 | 36,435,613 | 30,655,803 





Road mo tor § servi 03 11 ,611,280 10,696,996 


12,584,217 





Tonnage of goods, etc.— 
Timber a5 
Livestock 
Other goods 


667,457 617,289 
793,137 687,574 
2 566,032 _ 6,949, 751 


558,309 
661,857 
6,923,795 











8,143,961 
742,817, 000° 


9, 02 6, 626 


Total 


8, 887, 089 


781, 379, 000 ) 1832,594,000 


8,254, 614 








Net ton miles 708, 456, 000 











Revenue £ £ £ £ 
Railway operation 12,415,080 | 13,4 464, 979 | 12,433,247 | 11,350,842 
Total* ... .-» | 14,128,993 | 15,325,306 | 14,110,188 | 13,146 905 
Expenditure 
Railway operation 10,019,659 | 11,365,917 9,972,844 | 10,642,845 
Total® ... 148 202, 2,418 12,757,386 | 11,221,104 | 12,049,248 
Percentage of egpenditure to 
revenue— 
Ktailway operation 80-71 84-41 80-21 93°76 
Total® ... te 79:99 83-24 79°52 91-65 

















* Includes road, motor and other subsidiary services, 


* 
BRITISH INDIA 


Crop Conditions and Outlook: The Department of Commercial 
Intelligence and Statistics, Calcutta, reports as follows on the 
crops in India for the weeks ended on the dates given :— 

Madras, July 21. Rainfalls have been heaviest in Malabar 
and South Kanara, and moderate to light elsewhere. Standing 
crops have been generally fair. The harvesting of paddy and 
sugarcane is progressing ; outturn is generally fair to normal. 

Bihar, July 31. Rainfalls have been light to moderate except 
in Champaran. In parts of Patna, Saran, Muzaffarpur, Dhar- 
banga, and Purniah there has been no rain. Standing crops are 
fair on the whole. ' 

Orissa, July 30. Rainfalls have been light to moderate. 
Standing crops, including jute, sugarcane, paddy and cotton, are 
generally thriving. 


Bombay, August 1. Rainfalls have been fairly satisfactory in 


Gujarat, Karnatic and Konkan but inadequate in Deccan. 
Standing crops are progressing well, but are deteriorating in the 
eastern areas because of deficient soil moisture. Khariff sowing 
is still progressing. 

Assam, August ‘6. 
crops are fair. 

Bengal, July 25. The weather is fairly seasonable and standing 
crops are fairly favourable. 

United Provinces, July 21. Rainfalls have been uneven; and 
more are urgently needed. Standing crops are normal. 

Sind, August 3. There have been light rainfalls everywhere. 
Cotton is well and the water supply has been adequate. 

Central Provinces and Berar, July 27. The weather has been 
cloudy and rainfalls moderate to ea Sowing of khariff is 
completed except in a few districts where it is still progressing. 
A long break with bright sunshine is badly needed for sugar. In 
the Hoshanagabad, Chindwara, Nagpur and Chanda districts 
it is also needed to improve standing crops. 


The weather is seasonable and standing 


ov 


CANADA 


Chief Export Groups: The Dominion Bureau of Statistics, 
Ottawa, has compiled the following table showing Canada’s 
domestic exports (excluding gold) during May and the first five 
months of the current year together with the comparative 
figures for 1944, as under :— 














| May Jommeny-Saee 
Commodity per eee ree 
| 1945 1944 | 1945 | 1944 
—— $$ — ——————— ee 
| Wisinaild della | 
Agricultural products.. 76,919 | 90,991 | 238,215 | 303,666 
Animal products 33,913 40,332 164,275 | 156,994 
Fibres and textiles 4,291 4,065 29,347! 19,141 
Wood aud paper 39,269 30,040 | 180,339 | 161,372 
[ron and products 59,179 92,738 305,800 | 334,959 
Non-ferrous metals (ex- 
cluding gold) 29,891 | 31,884 | 171,942 | 134,612 
Non-metallic minerals 4,736 4,639 22,310 | 22,052 
Coal ... ws Pee 413 708 2,203 | 2,381 
Chemicals 13,324 | 8,557 | 57,622 | 39,897 
Miscellaneous 53,129 | 59,109 225,702 | 230,415 
Total domestic exports 315,192 | 368,357 Hs 95, 552 il, 103, 110 
| 








CUSTOMS REGULATIONS—continued from page 390. 


The notice also states that in consequence of the termination 
of the suspension of the following duties, these duties again take 
effect as from August l, 1945, inclusive :— 

Tariff 
Ref. No. 


Short Description of Articles 


| 
| 
| 


118 | Spades and shovels and component parts. 

119 Ink. 

158/2 Nails, sprigs, etc., staples and rivets. 

166 (Part) Package Duty in respect of any polishing pre- 
parations. 

169/1 Paper, unprinted, manilla, packing or wrapping. 

179 Polishing preparations. 

276 Binder twine and manilla yarn, 





* 


Reduced Rates of Import Duties : Notice No. 456, issued by the 
Kire Revenue Commissioners, states that provision has been, 
made by the Government of Eire for the continuation until 
October 31, 1945, of :— 

(1) the reduced rate of duty on articles of personal clothing 
and wearing apparel (including pocket handkerchiefs and 
umbrellas) (‘Tariff reference No. 57/9) (see notice in Board of 
Trade Journal, April 18, 1942, and subsequent notices). 

(2) the reduced preferential rate of duty on certain textile 
floor coverings (Tariff Reference No. 90/1) (see notice in Board of 
Trade Journal, September 28, 1942, and subsequent notices). 

It is to be noted that the special minimum rates of duty applic- 
able to personal clothing and wearing apparel remain suspended. 


BOLIVIA 


Warehousing Charges modified and Period for Storing Goods 
in Customs Houses reduced : The Commercial Secretary to H.M. 
Legation at La Paz has forwarded a translation of a Supreme 
Decree issued on May 25, which modifies the warehousing charges 
and reduces the period during which goods may be stored in the 
Bolivian Customs Houses (including those in the free ports of 
Mollendo, Arica and Antofagasta) from one year to 120 days. 

A translation of the Supreme Decree may be seen by persons 
interested at the Department of Overseas Trade, Dolphin 
Square, London, S.W.1. 


* 


ETHIOPIA 


Imports by Parcel Post: H.M. Chargé d’ Affaires to the British 
Legation in Addis Ababa has reported that no import licences are 
required by the Ethiopian authorities in respect of goods arriving 
by parcel post whether they consist of articles of a commercial 
or non-commercial nature. Customs duty is, however, payable 
in the case of assessable articles. 


* 
URUGUAY 


Certain Giant Tyres exempt from Customs Duties: H.M. 
Ambassador at Montevideo reports that by a decree dated 
June 25 all tyres, weighing over 25 kilogrammes, for buses and 
trucks, are exempt from payment of import duties. 
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BRITISH GOVERNMENT CON a 9a 


These announcements are classified 


according 
on the list of Contractors to H.M. Government 


te trades and are restricted te firms and companies 
Departments 





Catgut 


Engineering Tools 





CATGUT BANDS 
For all PURPOSES 
ANDREW JOHNSON & SON LTD. 


BENNETT ST. WORKS, 
ARDWICK, MANCHESTER 12 





Conveyor Chains 


EWART CHAINBELT CO., LTD. 


DERBY, ENGLAND 
Driving and Conveyor Chains of the 
best quality; made of Ley’s Celebrated 
Black Heart malleable Iron 


Also complete Conveyors and Elevators. 








Cotton Goods 








« COTTON GOODS FOR + 
GOVERNMENT REQUIREMENTS 


JAMES KENYON & SON LTD. 


ROACH BANK MILLS, BURY, LANCS. 
Founded 1714 Tolephone BURY 1440 











82084 COLESHILL ST. 
BIRMINGHAM 4. 


TA’YIKING. BIRMINGHAM” 
TN ASTON CROSS 3264. $ LINES. 


ESTABLISHED 18696 











ines, 
Contour Sawing and Filing Machines, 
Precision Measuring Tools and 
Kennametal Tools, 





— 


Safes and Office Equipment 





STEEL OFFICE FILING CABINETS - CUPBOARDS 
LOCKERS - DESKS +» CHAIRS - ETC. 


MILNERS 


SAFE COMPANY LTD, 


SAFE DEPOSITS + STRONG ROOMS 
SHELVING - ETC, 


SAFES « 
ROLLING SHUTTERS - 





Screwing Tools 





Fire Protection Engineers 





N ¢KINKLER COMPANY |g 


Fire Protection Engineers 
and Manufacturers. 


HAYES, MIDDLESEX 


Please ask for a comprehensive copy of the 


Atlas Catalogue ‘‘Fire Protection.” 








Crockery 





eo” > Phone 1 Longton 3526 
- . €O) CROCKERY 
‘ Ai. =| FOR ALL 
a 
’ 2) CATERING and 
eT” HOSPITAL PURPOSES 


WAGSTAFF & BRUNT, Longton, Staffs Potteries 





Electric Clocks 


SMITH SECTRIC 


A Butch 
Product for 
grep Ae worlds 
€) market 











Telephone:— Qe SOUthall 2675 





Paints and Enamels 





“EMPIRE™ 


——== SHIPS’ BOTTOM 


COMPOSITIONS 


PAINTS 


AND 
ENAMELS 


J&%W.WILSON LTD., 
MERSEY PAINT WORKS, WAPPING, LIVERPOOL 





Printers’ Supplies 





USHER - WALKER, LTD. 


Bouverle House, Fleet Street, 
LONDON, E.C.4. 


FINE PRINTING INKS FOR ALL PROCESSES 
PRINTERS’ ROLLERS AND ROLLER 
COMPOSITION 


PRINTERS’ ENGINEERS AND FURNISHERS 











Eyelets 
BODILL, PARKER (1922) LTD. 
Great Hampton Row, BIRMINGHAM I9 
Manufacturers of BRASS EYELETS 
BRASS SPUR RINGS 
TEETH VENTILATOR 
GROMMETS EYELETS 
We hold stocks of all Sizes 
Telephone : CENtral 6643-4. 





Pumps 


PUMPS FOR ALL PURPOSES 
HAND AND POWER 


for all liquids—thick or thin 
Best advice freely given 
JOBSON & BECKWITH, LTD, 
62, Southwark Bridge Road, London, S.E.I 











SCREWING MACHINES 
For BOLTS and PIPES 


Portable, for Hand and Power. 

As used by Railways, Docks, 

Public Works and Engineers. 
JAMES N. DURIE & CO., LTD. 


Works,: Chatsworth Road, LEEDS 8 





Sprayers and Syringes 


SUPREME 
SPRAYERS & SYRINGES 
POR ALL PURPOSE STIRRUP PUMPS, Af i ee 
BRINE OIL SYRINGES, EPRAY NOZZLES, ETC 
THE SERVICE CASTINGS CO. LTD. 
Inc. THE PHILIP B WALD mee ete co. 
Kings Road, Tyseley, Birm 
*‘DRON- WAL," BHAM 





Telephone : AOO 1724. Telegrams: 





Stoneware 








LONDON OFFICE— 
31 ELY PLACE, E.C.I 


PEARSON & CO. 


(CHESTERFIELD), LTD. 
The Porteries, WHITTINGTON MOOR, oma 














Typewriters 








an 


FOR BETTER LETTERS 


y eee ne 


(impeRtAL TYPEWRITER COMPANY Lrp..eicestes) 


OLIVER 


Embodiment of 


POWER 
EFFICIENCY 











BRITISH MADE 


factured 
OLIVER TYPEWRITER MANFG. co., LTD. 
CROYDON 
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